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From Library Journal

In this mixture of clinical and literary studies, psychoanalyst Shengold (Soul Murder, Fawcett, 1991) returns
to the subject of destructive parenting. He is less concerned with whether abuse actually happens than with
its impact when it is only, or mainly, imagined and how to treat patients in either category. Chapters on
Swinburne, Proust, and Elizabeth Bishop and discussion of Oedipus, Kipling, ring symbolism, and
narcissism will interest readers who enjoy applications of psychoanalysis to literature. Clinicians will find
useful ideas for victims of actual or virtual abuse. But Shengold will not win many converts to his
pessimistic Freudian stance?he asserts the centrality of murder as a motivational force and speaks of "the
inexorability of our own and our parents' burdens of evil." He alienates the unconverted further with the
assertion that those who reject Freud are not strong enough to face the painful truth. Some good ideas mired
in presumption posing as science, suitable for a sophisticated psychoanalytic audience.?E. James Lieberman,
George Washington Univ. Sch. of Medicine, Washington, DC

Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
If the last book you read on psychology was written by Freud or Jung, you ought to check in with Shengold,
one of the unsung pioneers. -- Susan Salter Reynolds, Los Angeles Times Book Review

About the Author

Leonard Shengold is a training analyst and former Director of the Institute for Psychoanalytic Education
(affiliated with NY U School of Medicine, where he is Clinical Professor of Psychiatry). He has published
eight books including "Soul Murder" (1989), "Haunted by Parents" (2006), and over seventy-five papers on
clinical, theoretical and applied psychoanalytic topics. He graduated from Columbia College and Downstate
New York Medical School, was an officer in both the American and the International Psychoanalytic
Associations, and is currently in private practice as a psychiatrist in New Y ork City.
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one of the unsung pioneers. -- Susan Salter Reynolds, Los Angeles Times Book Review

About the Author

Leonard Shengold is a training analyst and former Director of the Institute for Psychoanalytic Education
(affiliated with NY U School of Medicine, where he is Clinical Professor of Psychiatry). He has published
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clinical, theoretical and applied psychoanalytic topics. He graduated from Columbia College and Downstate
New York Medical School, was an officer in both the American and the International Psychoanalytic
Associations, and is currently in private practice as a psychiatrist in New Y ork City.

Most helpful customer reviews



2 of 3 people found the following review helpful.

Great book

By solocat52

A doctor | work with recommended this book and any books by this author. Great suggestion. It truly has
opened my eyes even more.

7 of 8 people found the following review helpful.

More "Soul murder” - revisited if you will.

By Coach Roy

This book adds some material to his original "Soul Murder" which was a better book. If you are only going
to read one, read "Soul Murder".

15 of 15 people found the following review helpful.

Compassionate yet unsentimental

By A Customer

Shengold's book is really important -- he explores the inner lives of child abuse victims without
sentimentalizing them, proscribing their recovery from trauma, or denying their complex aggressive
responses to the abuse.

This serves to make the victim of abuse feel like areal human being, whose |ess adaptive and even bizarre
sides are included rather than avoided or explained away by simple theory. Shengold's writing, while at times
needing elaboration and more specific case histories, is beautiful, clear, complex, at times dazzling. The final
chapter is amasterpiece of healing and hope. An important work.

See all 4 customer reviews...
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